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This issue highlights how partnerships between the U.S. 
federal government and faith-based organizations, includ-
ing Catholic women religious, further anti-trafficking.

Sponsored by the: Sisters of the Divine Savior

Co-Sponsors
•Adorers of the Blood of Christ 
•Benedictine Sisters of Chicago
•Benedictine Sisters of Mount  
St. Scholastica 

•Cenacle Sisters, N. Amer. Prov.
•Congregation of Notre Dame
•Congregation of Sisters of  
St. Agnes 

•Congregation of St. Joseph
•Daughters of Charity, Prov. of  
St. Louise 

•Daughters of Charity of  
St. Vincent de Paul, Prov. of West

•Daughters of the Holy Spirit
•Dominican Sisters of Adrian, MI
•Dominican Sisters of Mission  
San Jose 

•Dominican Sisters of Peace
•Dominican Sisters of San Rafael
•Felician Sisters
•Franciscan Sisters of Peace
•Franciscan Sisters of the  
Sacred Heart

•Holy Spirit Missionary Sisters
•Holy Union Sisters  
•Marianites of Holy Cross
•Missionary Sisters of the  
Society of Mary

•Our Lady of Victory Missionary 
Sisters

•Religious of the Sacred Heart  
of Mary 

•San Jose CA Police Dept. Vice 
Unit, HT Task Force

•School Sisters of Notre Dame, 
Shalom North America

•School Sisters of St. Francis, PA
•School Sisters of St. Francis of 
Christ the King

•Servants of the Holy Heart of 
Mary, USA Province 

•Servants of the Immaculate Heart 
of Mary

•Servants of Mary, Ladysmith, WI 
•Sinsinawa Dominicans
•Sisters of Bon Secours USA 
•Sisters of Charity of Cincinnati, 
OH

•Sisters of Charity of Halifax 
•Sisters of Charity of the Incarnate 
Word, Houston 

•Sisters of Charity of Nazareth, KY
•Sisters of Charity of New York 

•Sisters of Christian Charity,  
Mendham NJ & Wilmette, IL 

•Sisters Faithful Companions  
of Jesus 

•Sisters of the Good Shepherd
•Sisters of the Holy Cross
•Sisters of the Holy Family, 
Fremont, CA 

•Sisters of the Holy Family  
of Nazareth

•Sisters of the Holy Names  
of Jesus and Mary 

•Sisters of the Humility of Mary 
•Sisters of Mercy of the Americas
•Sisters of Notre Dame, CA Prov.
•Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur, 
USA

•Sisters of the Presentation of  
the Blessed Virgin Mary, SD

•Sisters of Providence,  
Mother Joseph Prov. 

•Sisters of Providence of  
St. Vincent de Paul, Canada 

•Sisters of St. Francis of  
Colorado Springs 

•Sisters of St. Francis of the  
Providence of God

•Sisters of St. Francis of  
Redwood City 

•Sisters of St. Francis of  
Rochester, MN

•Sisters of St. Joseph of  
Carondelet, Los Angeles 

•Sisters of St. Joseph of  
Chestnut Hill, PA

•Sisters of St. Joseph of Cluny, 
Prov. of USA & Canada

•Sisters of St. Joseph of 
Orange, CA 

•Sisters of St. Joseph of Peace
•Sisters of St. Mary of Namur,  
N. / S. Amer. Prov.s

•Society of the Holy Child Jesus, 
Amer. Prov.

•Society of Jesus, CA Prov.
•Ursuline Sisters of the  
Roman Union USA

Five-Year Federal Plan to 
Combat Human Trafficking

As part of the 150th anniversary 
of the Emancipation Proclama-
tion, the Obama administration 
put forth the Plan, ‘Coordination, 
Collaboration, Capacity: Federal 
Strategic Action Plan on Services 
for Victims of Human Trafficking 
in the United States, 2013-2017’. 

The 61-page Plan, announced by 
President Obama in his Sept. 25, 
2012 remarks to the Clinton Global 

Faith - Neighborhood -  
Government Partnerships

Initiative, promises “increasing 
access to services to help survi-
vors become self-sufficient”.

Building Partnerships to 
Eradicate Modern-Day Slavery

The President’s Advisory Council 
on Faith-based and Neighborhood 
Partnerships (FBNP) brings togeth-
er 25 leaders and experts in fields 
related to the work of faith-based 
and neighborhood organizations in 
order to make recommendations 
to government on how to improve 
partnerships by:
• Identifying best practices and suc-
cessful modes of delivering social 

services; 
• Evaluating the need for 
improvements in the imple-
mentation and coordination 

Federal Plan cont. pg. 2

Advisory Council 
cont. pg. 3
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The Plan is a collaborative, multi-
phase effort across 17 government 
agencies (President’s Interagency 
Task Force to Monitor & Combat 
Trafficking in Persons) in partner-
ship with civil society and concerned 
citizens.
The Plan’s Vision

“Every victim of human trafficking is 
identified and provided access to the 
services they need to recover and re-
build their lives through the creation 
of a responsive, sustainable, compre-
hensive, and trauma-informed victim 
services network that leverages public 
and private partners and resources 
effectively.”

The Plan was delineated in four 
phases: 
1). Initial Framework, during which 

the co-chairs drafted goals and 
objectives. The Dept. of Health & 
Human Services (HHS) then con-
vened a multidisciplinary stakeholder 
meeting, including survivors, law 
enforcement, victim service experts, 
nonprofit groups, and academia, to 
identify gaps in services for human 
trafficking victims in the U.S. That in-
put strengthened the core values and 
guiding principles, provided concrete 
action steps, and identified other is-
sues to improve services and combat 
human trafficking. 

2). Expansion, meant to broaden the 
reach of the Plan. Stakeholders and 
experts within the anti-trafficking 
field and civil society at large are 
asked by the Administration for 
Children & Families (ACF) to review 
the Plan and make recommendations 
to strengthen it. Reviewers are to 
suggest additional items that can be 
accomplished through collaboration 

with states, tribes, local communities, 
and partners to improve the Nation’s 
response to victims and survivors of 
human trafficking. The co-chairs of 
this strategic planning effort (from 
the U.S. Departments of Homeland 
Security, Justice, and HHS) will co-
ordinate the review of input received 
during the public comment period 
and make appropriate changes to the 
Plan. (See pg. 8 for how to give feedback 
during Phase 2 of the Plan.) 

3). Publication of the final plan, tar-
geted for fall 2013, includes stake-
holder feedback and new strategies 
to enhance collaborative efforts at 
the federal, regional, state, tribal and 
local levels. 

4). Accountability, to ensure the 
ongoing accountability of the Federal 
Government and the relevance of the 
Plan throughout the five-year period. 
(Plan, pgs. 13-15)

Guiding Principles 
• The Plan should be developed col-

laboratively across agencies of the 
Federal Government and with a vari-
ety of stakeholders at the state, tribal, 
and local levels. 

• The Plan should be realistic, action-
oriented, capable of being implement-
ed given current funding constraints, 
and be user-friendly. 

• The Plan should demonstrate vi-
sion and goals for the long term, but 
include specific tasks to accomplish in 
2013-2017. 

• The Plan should be designed to help 
all partners remain accountable for 
commitments made and be updated to 
reflect progress made. 

• The impact of the Plan should be 
lasting and scalable. 

• The Plan should be driven by solu-
tions and innovation, and it should be 
based on evidence and lessons learned. 

Core Values
• Services should be accessible for all 

trafficking victims, regardless of race, 
color, national origin, disability, reli-
gion, age, gender, sexual orientation, 
gender identity, immigration status, or 
type of trafficking (sex or labor). 

• Victim services should promote 
safety, healing, justice, and rights for 
victims, and should empower them to 
participate in efforts to bring traffick-
ers to justice.

• Public awareness and an under-
standing of human trafficking at 
federal, state, tribal, and local levels 
are needed to improve victim identifi-
cation and access to services. 

• Victim service providers and survi-
vors play a key role in raising under-
standing and awareness of human 
trafficking, improving service delivery, 
and informing policy. 

• Anti-human trafficking efforts 
should be victim-centered and cultur-
ally relevant, holistic, comprehensive, 
evidence-based, and trauma-informed. 

• The interchangeable use of the 
terms “victim/survivor” throughout 
the Plan acknowledges and respects 
both an individual’s experience of 
victimization and capacity to move 
beyond victimization. (Plan, pgs. 13-14)

The Plan Outline
Goal 1 Increase Coordination and Col-
laboration: At the national, state, tribal, 
and local levels.
• Objective 1: Coordinate effectively 
through dedicated commitment at all 
levels of government.
• Objective 2: Build stronger partnerships 
with key non-governmental stakeholders.

Goal 2 Increase Awareness: Increase un-
derstanding of human trafficking among 
key governmental and community leaders 
and the general public.
• Objective 3: Enhance understanding of 
human trafficking.
• Objective 4: Improve and expand public 
awareness.
• Objective 5: Improve understanding of 
human trafficking through research.

Goal 3 Expand Access to Services: In-
crease victim identification and expand 
the availability of services for victims 
throughout the U.S.
• Objective 6: Build capacity to better 
identify and serve victims.

Federal Plan cont. from pg. 1

Federal Plan cont. pg. 3
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• Objective 7: Foster collaborations and 
partnerships to leverage resources.
• Objective 8: Improve access to victim 
services by removing barriers.

Goal 4 Improve Outcomes: Promote 
effective, culturally appropriate, trauma-
informed services that improve the short- 
and long-term health, safety, and well-
being outcomes of victims. 
• Objective 9: Identify promising practices 
in responding to victims’ needs.
• Objective 10: Support survivors in at-
taining health and independence.

Victim and Survivor
Throughout the Plan the terms ‘victim’ 

and ‘survivor’ are used interchangeably 
out of respect and to acknowledge an 
individual’s experience in the aftermath of 
victimization. ‘Victim’ is “a person who has 
suffered direct physical, emotional, or pe-
cuniary harm as a result of the commission 
of a crime.” ‘Survivor’ is a term recognizing 
and honoring a person’s lived experience 
and the strength it takes to continue on a 
journey toward healing in the aftermath of 
a traumatic experience. 
Victim-Centered Approach

The victim-centered approach seeks to 
minimize re-traumatization during the 
criminal justice process by providing the 
support of victim advocates and service 
providers, empowering survivors as en-
gaged participants in the process, and pro-
viding survivors an opportunity to play a 
role in bringing their traffickers to justice. 
Trauma-Informed Approach

A trauma-informed approach includes an 
understanding of the physical, social, and 
emotional impact of trauma on the individ-
ual, as well as on the professionals helping 
them. It understands potential paths for 
healing; recognizes the signs and symp-
toms of trauma in staff, clients, and others 
involved with the system; and responds by 
fully integrating knowledge about trauma 
into policies, procedures, practices, and 
settings. (Plan, pgs. 15-16)

Advisory Council  
cont. from pg. 1

Federal Plan cont. from pg. 2

of public policies relating to faith-
based and neighborhood organiza-
tions; and 

• Making recommendations to the 
President and the Administration on 
changes in policies, programs, and 
practices. 
Representatives from a wide spec-

trum of faith traditions serve on the 
President’s Advisory Council. 

The Council, after a year of study of 
human trafficking through research 
and reviews, submitted their writ-
ten report to the President during the 
April meetings. 

Their goal was to help move human 
trafficking from being a high profit/
low risk business to becoming a low 
profit/high risk business through 
legislation and growing public aware-
ness and outrage. Advisory Council 
members took turns explaining each 
recommendation in detail. 
Recommendations:

1. The Obama Administration lead 
the effort to elevate and bring to scale 
the fight against modern-day slavery at 
home and abroad; 
2. The Obama Administration lead the 

effort to eliminate slave labor in the 
purchase and consumption of goods 
and services; 

3. The federal government elevate 
anti-trafficking work at the agency 
level; 

4. The White House convene a Nation-
al Summit to raise awareness and 
inspire action to combat modern-day 
slavery; 

5. The Obama Administration develop 
and announce a National Call to Ac-
tion for civil society to increase and 
align efforts to eradicate modern-day 
slavery;

6. The Obama Administration pro-
duce a toolkit on how religious and 
community-based organizations can 
learn more about and take steps to 
join the fight against trafficking; 

7. The Obama Administration work 
with the Ad Council to create a public 

awareness campaign on how to spot 
and report signs of trafficking; 

8. The Obama Administration des-
ignate the National Human Traf-
ficking Resource Center (NHTRC) 
Hotline as the primary national 
human trafficking hotline promoted 
to the public; 

9. U.S. Embassies and USAID Mis-
sions work with civil society leaders 
to develop comprehensive strategies 
to combat human trafficking; and 

10. The Corporation for National and 
Community Service create a pilot 
partnership to place national service 
members in Mayors’ and Governors’ 
offices to help map and coordinate 
local responses to human trafficking.
A question/answer period followed 

the presentation of Recommendations, 
during which women religious present 
at the session also spoke out. 
(See article on pg. 5)

Cecilia Munoz, Dir. of the Domestic 
Policy Council received the Advisory 
Council’s Report for the President. 

The Advisory Council stated, “We 
know these recommendations have 
just scratched the surface of what 
must be done to respond to an atroc-
ity that is so complex, so hidden and 
yet so pervasive as modern-day 
slavery.” 

“Yet we hope that this report will be 
an inspiration to President Obama 
and his Administration, the modern-
day abolitionists leading this work, 
the faith and community organiza-
tions we represent, and modern-day 
slavery survivors, to join forces and 
effectively scale our commitment to 
fight this unimaginable cruelty. We 
hope our efforts will contribute to a 
growing movement of conscience that 
will break forth into the collective 
will and action of Americans of every 
background.”

“We are proud to stand with the 
President Obama and his Adminis-
tration on this vital moral issue. We 
commit ourselves to working with our 
government, our houses of worship 
and community-based organizations, 
and our fellow Americans, to end 
slavery in our time.” (Report, pg. 35) 
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White House Forum on Anti-Human Trafficking Efforts
At the April 2013 Forum, in addition 

to announcing the Strategic Action 
Plan for Victim Services and receiv-
ing the Recommendations of the 
President’s Advisory Council on Faith-
based and Neighborhood Partner-
ships, other key efforts in combatting 
human trafficking were highlighted. 
• Using Technology to Fight 
Trafficking. After meetings held 
by the White House Office of Science 
and Technology and the Council on 
Women and Girls, leading technol-
ogy companies have partnered with 
advocates and survivors to develop 
new applications to reach traffick-
ing victims online, on their phones, 
and link them with services in their 
community. It gave support for law 
enforcement to combat child sex traf-
ficking in three major jurisdictions 
and use research and tools to better 
identify children sold online.

• Presidential Award. The Depart-
ment of State awarded the inaugural 
“Presidential Award for Extraordi-
nary Efforts to Combat Trafficking 
in Persons” to the Carlson Company, 
a global hospitality and travel com-
pany (http://www.carlson.com/news-and-
media/news-releases.do?article=6733463).

• Pro Bono Legal Services Net-
work for Trafficking Victims. 
The Department of State announced 
a public-private partnership with 
New Perimeter, LLC, a non-profit or-
ganization established by the law firm 
DLA Piper designed to increase the 
availability of pro bono legal services 
to combat human trafficking.  

• Strengthening Protections 
Against Trafficking Activities 
in the Federal Supply Chain. In 
September 2012, President Obama 
signed Executive Order (EO) 13627, 

which strengthened protections 
against federal contractors and 
subcontractors engaging in human 
trafficking-related activities. The Fed-
eral Acquisition Regulatory Council 
(FAR Council), which is developing 
implementing regulations, held a 
public 
meeting 
in March 
2012. 
The FAR 
Council 
received 
written 
com-
ments from the public on the imple-
mentation of EO 13627, as well as on 
the End Trafficking in Government 
Contracting Act, which was passed as 
part of the National Defense Authori-
zation Act of 2012. 

• Better Data and Better Alloca-
tion of Resources with Domes-
tic Human Trafficking Assess-
ment. The Human Smuggling and 
Trafficking Center, an interagency 
clearinghouse for information related 
to human smuggling and traffick-
ing, continues to collect data from 
more than a dozen federal agencies to 
develop a domestic human trafficking 
assessment. This first-ever, inter-
agency human trafficking assessment 
will help the Federal Government 
allocate law enforcement and other 
resources by identifying existing and 
emerging hotspots for trafficking 
activity across the U.S. and revealing 
trends and patterns in victim recruit-
ment and exploitation.

• Reauthorizing the Traffick-
ing Victims Protection Act. In 
February, the President signed into 
law the Trafficking Victims Protec-

tion Reauthorization Act of 2013 
(TVPRA), passed by Congress as part 
of the reauthorization of the Violence 
Against Women Act (VAWA). The 
TVPRA offers increased support to 
the State Department’s diplomatic 
engagement, bolsters protections for 
vulnerable children and domestic 
workers, and enables effective part-
nerships to bring services to survivors 
and prosecute traffickers.

•  “T” Visa Regulations. The 
Department of Homeland Security 
will publish an interim final rule to 
amend the “T” non-immigrant visa 
regulations, which allow victims 
to remain in the U.S. and aid the 
prosecution of their traffickers. The 
amendments will streamline the ap-
plication process and reflect statutory 
amendments made by the reauthori-
zations of the TVPRA.

• Counter-Trafficking in Persons 
Field Guide for Strengthened 
Programming. Released by the 
U.S. Agency for International Devel-
opment (USAID), the Guide pro-
vides practical guidance to develop, 
administer and evaluate investments 
that implement the Agency’s 2012 C-
TIP Policy. The Guide helps educate 
USAID Mission personnel and part-
ners about trafficking and includes 
recommendations for integrating 
counter-trafficking activities into 
larger development programs, tools 
for designing stand-alone counter-
trafficking activities, and evaluation 
techniques. It also provides USAID 
personnel with instruction on how 
to report suspected trafficking 
violations committed by employees, 
contractors, and grant recipients to 
the Agency’s Office of the Inspector 

Forum cont. pg. 5
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Catholic Nuns Strategize to 
Strengthen Anti-Human Trafficking Effort

The Leadership Conference of 
Women Religious (LCWR) invited 
representative sisters, actively engaged 
in the fight against human trafficking, 
to an April 2013 meeting in Washing-
ton, D.C. They represented 13 Congre-
gations, most working in partnership 
with broad-based anti-trafficking 
coalitions. Representatives of UN-
ANIMA International and the Bakhita 
Initiative attended as well. The sisters 
were updated on topics covered in 
the White House Forum and met the 
members of the President’s Advisory 
Council for Faith-based and Neigh-
borhood Partnerships. S. Marlene 
Weisenbeck FSPA, former President of 
LCWR, currently serves on the Presi-
dent’s Advisory Council. 

Over the three days there was op-
portunity for the sisters to strengthen 
networks, converse with governmental 
and non-governmental leaders, with 
other faith- and non-profit leaders in 
the anti-trafficking movement. 

The women religious received 
updates from a wide range of govern-
ment officials and non-governmental 
partners. Explaining initiatives of 
the Obama Administration were key 
members of the Office of Faith-Based 
and Neighborhood Partnerships 
(OFBNP) within the U.S. Dept. of 
Health and Human Services (HHS); 
members of the President’s Advisory 
Council of FBNP; the U.S. Agency for 
International Development (USAID); 
and Amb. Luis CdeBaca, of the Office 
to Monitor and Combat Trafficking 
in Persons (TIP). George Sheldon, 
Asst. Sec. for HHS Administration for 
Children and Families (ACF), stressed 
that lack of access to healthcare and 
education keep people vulnerable. 

“Faith communities are the moral 
compass of the nation. Imagine what 
the impact would be if every pulpit in 
every church, synagogue and mosque 
sent a out a cry against human traf-
ficking.” Sheldon remarked.

In the first ten years of anti-human 
trafficking efforts, many contributors 
used an ‘all-heart’ approach. In 2013, 
in order to be fully effective, there is a 
new realization – countering human 
trafficking must be a balanced ‘head 
and heart’ effort – through intentional 
coordination, collaboration and capac-
ity. Since women religious are seen 
as having a strong collective voice, 
government officials challenged them 
to develop innovative practices and 
continue networking to help educate 
and mobilize citizens for the cause. 

The women religious affirmed the 
Adv. Council Recommendations, 
stressing the potential of a National 
Summit and a National Call to Action 
(Adv. Council Rec.s 4 & 5) to galvanize 
the nation in awareness and action. 
They also affirmed two new anti-
trafficking programs from the Office of 
Migrant and Refugee Services (MRS) 
of the U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops (USCCB). (See pg. 6)

After exploring current best practices 
and gaps in the anti-trafficking move-
ment, the sisters focused on potential 
strategies to better assist survivors, 
further educate the public, influence 
public policy, and strategize for im-
proved collaboration in order to com-

bat human trafficking. Among unmet 
needs for survivors of human traffick-
ing are education and employment 
mentoring. With so many congrega-
tions in the US, who have educational, 
health, and other facilities hiring many 
employees, the possibility of scholar-
ships or targeted employment was 
raised. If each large congregation were 
able to offer one college scholarship, 
one mentored employment position, 
or one fulltime job, closing such gaps 
would become a reality. Collaborating 
with Catholic corporations, a variety 
of institutions sponsored by religious 
congregations, or other creative con-
nections to the marketplace would 
enable survivors to move into the 
mainstream of U.S. life and prevent 
their being re-trafficked. 

The sisters decided to utilize online 
discussion forums to connect among 
themselves, and with colleagues ac-
tive in fighting trafficking, so as to 
share resources, best practices and 
thereby enhance their efforts. It could 
be likened to a ‘Virtual Underground 
Railroad’. Further development of the 
Bakhita Initiative website and articles 
in the ‘Stop Trafficking’ e-newsletter 
will aid in dissemination of resources.

 (Submitted by attendee 
S. Kathleen Bryant RSC)

General for investigation and action. 
• The President’s Interfaith & 
Community Service Campus 
Challenge: Advancing Inter-
faith Cooperation & Communi-
ty Service in Higher Education.

 American colleges and universities 
have often been at the forefront of 
solving our nation’s greatest chal-
lenges. In response to the first year of 
the President’s Challenge, over 250 
institutions of higher education made 
the vision for interfaith cooperation 
and community service a reality on 
campuses across the country.

    For updates on this program, visit 
the Dept. of Education’s initiative 
page: http://www.ed.gov/EdPartners 

(http://www.whitehouse.gov/administration/
eop/ofbnp/interfaithservice)

Forum cont. from pg. 4
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‘Project STAMP’
The Department of Homeland Secuirty launched ‘Project 

STAMP: Smuggler and Trafficker Assets, Monies and Pro-
ceeds’ in order to shut down human smuggling/trafficking 
organizations by identifying and seizing assets, monies and 
proceeds derived or used in support of criminal activity. 
Legislative Authorities

Penalties for violating the money laundering statutes (Title 18, U.S.C. §§ 1956, 
1957) are significant and include fines of up to $500,000 and/or imprisonment 
up to 20 years. Furthermore, any property, real or personal (or traceable to 
such property), involved in a transaction or attempted transaction is subject to 
forfeiture. 

Federal laws permit law enforcement to charge individuals involved in smug-
gling, peonage, slavery and human trafficking with money laundering violations. 
These enhanced penalties are an important determining factor for an assistant 
U.S. attorney when deciding whether or not to federally prosecute human traf-
ficking/smuggling violators.                                                          STAMP cont. pg. 7

Office of  Migration & Refugee Services: 
New Programs for Victims/Survivors

The Office of Migration & Refugee Services (MRS) of the U.S. Conf. 
of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) recently launched two new programs: 
Amistad Movement (http://www.usccb.org/about/anti-trafficking-

program/upload/amistad-flyer.pdf), an educational program that tar-
gets at-risk urban and rural communities, where traffickers blend their victims 
into immigrant populations. The first phase of the program will train commu-
nity leaders to identify victims, help rescue them, and muster resources to as-
sist them. “Immigrant communities are excited about serving as resources for 
people from their own communities,” commented Hilary Chester, Assoc. Dir. of 
the MRS Anti-Trafficking Program. “By expanding the number of volunteers, 
who share the same language and culture of the victims, so many more vul-
nerable people will be helped to navigate the systems in place for them.”

Dignity of Work (http://www.usccb.org/about/anti-trafficking-program/upload/
dignity-of-work-flyer.pdf). MRS research shows 70% of victims are trafficked into 
the U.S. for labor, while 30% are trafficked for sexual exploitation. Some 8% 
of victims fall into both categories. The MRS will provide three employment 
services to individuals, who are waiting on certification or received certification 
when they were not yet ready for employment: 

 • Job Readiness and Placement Assistance to find work;
 • Post-Placement Assistance to retain work in good working conditions;
 • Job Upgrades/Professional Recertification to enable clients to upgrade to 

higher positions, increase compensation and/or benefits, and find more fulfill-
ing employment. For more information or to make a referral, contact the Anti-
Trafficking Program at: MRSDignityofWork@usccb.org  or  202-541-3357.

‘Humanity United’
Catherine Chen, of 

the Humanity United 
Foundation, explained 
the three pillars the 
Foundation uses in 
fighting human trafficking: engage 
markets and businesses in responsible 
investments; give voice and will to the 
anti-trafficking fight; and develop good 
governance and law. 

Pam Omidyar founded the Humanity 
United Foundation in 2005. Her hus-
band is eBay founder, Pierre Omidyar.

Some of the Foundation’s current ef-
forts include: freeing child slaves and 
families in the brick-making industry 
in Nepal; funding a UK project with 
the Guardian Media Group to expose 
rare stories of trafficking through film 
and journalism; and helping avert 
labor trafficking related to the 2022 
World Cup in Qatar. Qatar plans to 
bring in one million workers to build 
the stadium. Qatari employers may 
legally hold the pass-
ports of employees, 
thus preventing em-
ployees from seeking 
escape from abusive situations. 

The Alliance to End Slavery & Traf-
ficking (ATEST), part of Humanity 
United, offers webinars and advocacy 
letters about state/federal legislation 
and public policy to support trafficked 
victims. (www.endslaveryandtrafficking.org/)

The White House, the Dept. of 
Justice, and Humanity United, along 
with Goldman Sachs ‘10,000 Women 
Initiative’ launched the ‘Partnership 
for Freedom Initiative’, an award of 
US $6 million challenging local com-
munities to develop collaborative solutions to human trafficking survivor care that can be expanded nationally through 
federal policies and programs. The initial awards will support innovations in three areas: sustainable housing for survi-
vors; comprehensive care and case management for minors; and law enforcement engagement with survivors.  (http://part-
nershipforfreedom.org/announcement.pdf)
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‘Which Way Home’
As the United States continues to 

build a wall between itself and Mexico, 
the 2009 documentary film, ‘Which 
Way Home,’ shows the personal side 
of immigration through the eyes of 
children, who face harrowing dangers 
with enormous courage and resource-
fulness as they endeavor to make it to 
the U.S.

Director Rebecca Cammisa follows 
several unaccompanied child migrants 
as they journey through Mexico en 
route to the U.S. on a freight train they 
call ‘The Beast.’ There are Olga and 
Freddy, nine-year-old Hondurans who 
are desperately trying to reach their 
families in Minnesota, and Jose, a ten-
year-old El Salvadoran, who has been 
abandoned by smugglers and ends up 
alone in a Mexican detention cen-
ter. Kevin is a streetwise 14-year-old 
Honduran, whose mother hopes that 
he will reach New York City and send 
money back so she can leave an abu-
sive relationship. ‘Which Way Home’ 
also features the families of two young 
migrants, who did not survive their 
journey. Their deaths underscore the 
extremely dangerous journey under-
taken by these often-invisible children, 
who make adult decisions to change 
their lives.

The documentary film won the UNICEF 
Prize in the Havana International Film 
Festival; the Special Jury Prize for Human 
Rights in the Traverse City Film Festival; 
and was a Best Documentary Nominee in 
the Independent Spirit Awards. 

(http://www.whichwayhome.net) 
The 83-minute DVD, in Spanish with 

English subtitles, costs $29.95. 
Contact: info@whichwayhome.net

Children Migrating 
All Alone 

• Climbing atop a fast-moving train. 
• Crossing the desert without water. 

• Cowering from traffickers and  
gang members.

These are just a few of the dangers 
that unaccompanied immigrant chil-
dren face as they flee domestic abuse, 
gang violence, and extreme poverty. 
Making their way to the U.S.-Mexico 
border these migrant children do not 
have a parent or guardian protecting 
them from trains, traffickers, or hun-
ger. Instead, they make the journey 
alone – in search of safety, family, and 
hope for the future.

Apprehended by the US Border 
Patrol and placed in federal detention, 
many of these children are ultimately 
deported without basic legal repre-
sentation, back to the same conditions 
they fled. 

The U.S. Committee for Refugees and 
Immigrants (USCRI) is coordinating 
pro bono legal and social services for 
these vulnerable children in the U.S. 
and conducting migration awareness 
workshops in Latin America. 

What YOU can do to protect 
unaccompanied immigrant children:

• Donate to support the USCRI hot-
line, where desperate children call to 
get bilingual assistance for the legal 
and social problems they face. 

• Fund the training of a volunteer at-
torney to help a child stay with his or 
her family.

• Help sponsor a migration awareness 
workshop in Central America. 

• Become a pro bono attorney. 
For more information: 

http://www.refugees.org/ 
our-work/child-migrants/

Action

STAMP cont. from pg. 6
Partnerships with the  
Financial Sector

The Bank Secrecy Act (BSA) requires 
financial institutions in the U.S. to 
assist federal government agencies in 
the detection and prevention of money 
laundering. Financial institutions must 
report suspicious activity that might 
signify money laundering or other 
criminal activities. Doing so assists 
Immigration and Customs Enforce-
ment (ICE) in initiating new criminal 
investigations and identifying people, 
bank accounts and assets associated 
with criminal organizations.  
Indicators of  suspicious ac-
tivity include: 
• Numerous BSA filings by multiple 

financial institutions.
• Large cash deposits inconsistent with 

business type.
• Large payments to foreign companies 

that are inconsistent with the amount 
of product received from these com-
panies.

• Unusual withdrawal, deposit or wire 
activity inconsistent with normal 
business practices, or dramatic and 
unexplained change in account activ-
ity.

• Sudden change in customer’s nor-
mal business practices, i.e., dramatic 
increase in deposits, withdrawals or 
wealth. 

• Structuring financial transactions 
at money service businesses (MSBs) 
(multiple financial transactions 
structured under the $3,000 MSB’s 
reporting limit on the same day). 

• Numerous incoming wire transfers 
or personal checks deposited into 
business accounts with no apparent 
legitimate purpose.  

How you can help? See pg. 8.
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Action

Informative Web Sites:
(Each contains information  

related to human trafficking)

Toll-Free 24/7 Hotline 
National Human Trafficking 

Resource Center
1.888.3737.888

or text HELP or INFO to 
BeFree (233733).

Stop Trafficking! is dedicated exclu-
sively to fostering an exchange of informa-
tion among religious congregations, their 
friends and collaborating organizations, 
working to eliminate all forms of trafficking 
of human beings.

Use the following web address to access 
back issues of Stop Trafficking! http://
www.stopenslavement.org/archives.htm

To contribute information, or make 
requests to be on the mailing list, please 
contact: srjeanschafer@aol.com

Editing and Layout: Jean Schafer, SDS

The 2013-17 Federal 
Strategic Action Plan

http://ideascale.com//userimages/ac-
counts/91/912839/Victim-Services-SAP-

2013-04-09-Public-Comment-B.pdf
White House Office of 

Faith-based & Neighborhood 
Partnerships

http://www.whitehouse.gov/ 
administration/eop/ofbnp/about

Advisory Council Report
http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/ 

default/files/docs/advisory_council_ 
humantrafficking_report.pdf
Bakhita Initiative

http:///bakhitainitiative.com/
Contact: Margaret Nacke CSJ at: 

csjdev@nckcn.com

Don’t Let This Opportunity Pass!
Government Calls for Public Comment

Part of Phase Two of Obama’s Federal Strategic Action Plan 

Criteria for Helpful Input
• Comments should be aligned with the stated vision and goals of the Plan  
(Refer back to pgs. 2-3).
• Comments should be aligned with the stated values and principles of the Plan 
(Refer back to pg. 2).
• Recommendations should be specific and actionable within the 5-year time 
period of the Plan
• Recommendations should be measurable and identify which federal, state, 
tribal or local government departments and agencies would implement these.

General Guiding Questions
• What actions should be prioritized?
• What areas, gaps, or needs are not sufficiently addressed by the Plan?
• What are promising practices that can be continued or emphasized?
• What additional partnerships or collaborative efforts are needed?

NOTE: The public comment period will close on 
May 24, 2013 at 11:00 p.m. EDT. 

Submit comments by any of the following methods:
• Via web at: ACF Stronger Together 

https://strongertogether.ideascale.com/a/pages/sap-public-comment-notice
• Via email to: acf-comments@acf.hhs.gov

• Via mail postmarked no later than May 24, 2013 to:
Administration for Children and Families

U.S. Dept. of Health & Human Services
ATTN: Karen Fears

901 D Street SW, 6th Floor West
Washington, DC 20447

How Can You Help ‘Project STAMP’?

Protecting America is more than just a responsibility for government agencies. It is a shared mission for all Ameri-
cans. The importance of private sector partnership in this shared mission cannot be overstated. There are several 
ways individuals and businesses can help:
• Partner - Become a private sector partner with ICE Homeland Security Investigations (HSI) by contacting your 

local ICE HSI Special Agent in Charge office and arranging a Cornerstone presentation for your business or orga-
nization. Cornerstone detects and closes down weaknesses within U.S. financial, trade and transportation sectors 
that can be exploited by criminal networks. Law enforcement entities share criminal typologies and methods with 
businesses and industries that manage the very systems that terrorists and criminal organizations seek to exploit.

• Report - Report suspicious financial, commercial or trade activity by contacting your local ICE HSI Special Agent 
in Charge office, or by calling 1-866-DHS-2-ICE; and

• Subscribe - Sign up for ICE HSI’s quarterly newsletter, The Cornerstone Report, for new developments in finan-
cial and trade fraud crimes.  (http://www.ice.gov/stamp/)


