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FOCUS:  This month’s newsletter focuses on the vulnerability to human trafficking for those 
living in areas of the world involved in armed conflict.   

Human Trafficking in Conflict
Myanmar, Afghanistan, Syria, Ukraine. Conflicts worldwide have increased and intensified, leading to increased 
human trafficking in these regions.

There are three main trafficking trends connected to conflict or war. The first two are trafficking within and 
into conflict zones, such as in Afghanistan and Syria. In conflict zones, children may be trafficked to serve as 
combatants, support staff such as cooks, and increasingly as suicide bombers. Third, there is trafficking out of and 
through conflict zones, especially where there are large populations of refugees or at Internally Displaced People 
(IDP) camps. We see this today in countries surrounding Ukraine and Myanmar.

The increasing risks of trafficking of vulnerable groups in conflict situations arise for many reasons:

	6 Increasingly desperate economic circumstances.
	6 The weakening or even breakdown of the rule of law.
	6 Fewer social services are available.
	6 People are separated from the support structures that keep them safe and become vulnerable in unfamiliar 

surroundings.

Without the financial and other means to support themselves and their families, people are more likely to take 
risks they usually would avoid and thus become victims of trafficking.  

The recruitment of children, and sometimes also the coerced or deceptive recruitment of adults, into armed groups 
is another example of trafficking. These children and adults are used as combatants or for sexual exploitation. 
The recruitment of children by armed groups is included among the six grave violations against children and is 
considered a war crime.

Factors that Contribute to Trafficking 
in Persons in Armed Conflict
The Report of the Secretary-General on conflict-related sexual violence (2018) 
states that conflict-related sexual violence encompasses trafficking in persons 
when committed in situations of conflict for sexual violence or exploitation. Armed 
conflict can break down government institutions and create a climate of impunity 
that encourages traffickers to prey on vulnerable populations. Women and children, 
migrants, and internally displaced persons are most at risk of being subjected to 
trafficking in conflict zones.

Women and girls comprise the largest share of trafficking victims worldwide. In 
conflict areas, trafficking in persons for sexual slavery, forced labor, and abduction 
of women and girls for forced marriages are the most reported forms of trafficking. 
Globally, sexual exploitation continues to be the primary purpose for trafficking, 
accounting for some 59 percent.
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Awareness
The generalized violence that characterizes conflict areas forms the conditions for 
traffickers, including armed groups, to force or deceive civilians into exploitative 
situations. 

Many contributing factors, such as high unemployment rates, homelessness, 
limited social services, and weak law enforcement oversight are amplified in conflict 
zones and exploited by traffickers. Without legal options and services to maintain 
their livelihoods, people are more likely to resort to illicit 
activities or risky, informal means to survive—sectors in which 
traffickers thrive.

In addition, the erosion of the rule of law, which safeguards 
and protects individuals in peacetime, is one common 
consequence of armed conflict. The breakdown of state 
institutions generates an environment where trafficking in 
persons can thrive.

Forced displacement is another factor that contributes to 
an individual’s vulnerability to trafficking. In the first half of 
2021, nearly 51 million people were internally displaced as 
conflict and violence flared around the world, according to 
the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR).

Displaced persons may have limited access to education, 
financial resources, or opportunities for income 
generation. This provides a perfect environment for traffickers to 
promise safe migration routes, employment, education, or skills training and deceive them into exploitative situations. In 
addition, children who are displaced or separated from their families without support networks are particularly vulnerable 
to human trafficking.

Camps for refugees and internally displaced persons are prime targets for traffickers. The concentration of vulnerable, 
displaced people and a lack of security, services, and oversight typically found in such camps make them ideal locations for 
traffickers to operate. In addition, traffickers can build relationships with corrupt camp officials in long-standing camps and 
establish trafficking rings.

Finally, armed groups use trafficking as part of their strategy to increase their military power and economic resources 
and project a violent image of themselves and instill fear in local populations. Armed groups also use sexual violence and 
sexual slavery as part of their operations. In some conflicts, for example, the prospect of receiving ‘sex slaves’ as a reward for 
joining the group is part of the armed groups’ strategies to recruit new fighters.

Discrimination or marginalization of minorities compels many to leave family and friends behind to search for safety and 
protection. In addition, the breakdown of social ties and diminishing levels of regular economic activity in conflict settings 
may force people to search for alternative livelihoods, making them vulnerable to trafficking. Click here to learn more.
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of the way armed groups perpetrate sexual slavery in dif-
ferent conflicts around the world.26
Various reports on violence in armed conflict have docu-
mented that victims are abducted, held in captivity, and 
exposed to many forms of sexual abuse, including rape 
and sexual slavery.27 Prosecutions of war crimes in the 
aftermath of the wars in the former Yugoslavia involved 
cases of sexual violence that included elements that may 
warrant considering them as trafficking for sexual slavery. 
In one case, the court documented that a group of women 
were segregated and repeatedly raped by the captors and 
coerced into performing domestic chores. Occasionally, 
they were also coerced into sexual intercourse with others, 
and eventually sold to other criminals:“After a month [in captivity and sexual abuse] she and the 

other witness which was a captive as well] were taken away 
by a certain “Misko” and another man (…). She later learnt 
that they had been sold for 500 Deutschmarks each and a 
truckload of washing powder. The men who had bought them 
mocked them for having been bought at such a price.”28The international tribunals have documented similar cases 

in other conflicts.29 The narratives of these cases show how 26 United Nations Security Council, Report of the Secretary-General on 

conflict-related sexual violence, S/2107/249.27 Ibid.; International Committee of the Red Cross, 2014, “Sexual 

violence in armed conflict”, International Review of the Red Cross, no. 

894.
28 International Criminal Tribunal for the form Yugoslavia, Trial Cham-

ber, the Prosecutor v. Dragoljub Kunarac, Radomir Kovac and Zoran 

Vukovic, case no.: IT-96-23-T & IT-96-23/1-T.Para 213.
29 See for instance: Special Court for Sierra Leone, Trial Chamber II, 

2007, the Prosecutor v. Alex tamba, Brima, Brima Bazzy Kamara, San-

tigie Barbor Kanu, case no.: SCSL-04-16-T.; Special Court for Sierra 

Leone, Appeals Chamber, the Prosecutor v. Charles Ghankay Taylor, 

case no.: SCSL-03-01-A. 

these crimes are often carried out with “acts” and “means” 
that could qualify them as trafficking in persons for sexual 
slavery.

Sexual slavery also occurs in the broader context of con-
flict-related sexual violence. In 2016, the United Nations 
Mission in South Sudan recorded hundreds of incidents 
of conflict-related sexual violence, of which several 
included elements of trafficking for sexual slavery. Women 
were abducted by the Sudan People’s Liberation Army and 
sexually enslaved for more than four months, during 
which they also witnessed the killing of other victims held 
in captivity.30

Trafficking for forced marriageTrafficking for the purpose of forced marriage is not 
explicitly listed as a form of exploitation in the UN Traf-
ficking in Persons Protocol. In the context of forced mar-
riages, which may be understood as a union of two persons 
in which at least one has not given his or her full and free 
consent,31 the non-consenting partner is often exploited 
in different ways. This exploitation determines that this 
phenomenon is trafficking in persons. This type of traf-
ficking mainly targets women and girls, and the type of 
exploitation leverages on stereotypical gender roles where 
the wife carries out household duties while experiencing 
severe forms of violence, abuse and coercion including 
rape and non-consensual sexual intercourse.This phenomenon has been identified in most armed con-

flicts in Africa, the Middle East and Asia. In South Sudan, 30 United Nations Security Council, Report of the Secretary-General on 

conflict-related sexual violence, S/2017/249, para 62.
31 United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, 2016, The Concept of 

Exploitation in the Trafficking in Persons Protocol, p. 34.

Persons coerced into sexual slavery

Recruitment of children into armed groups
Persons exploited in forced marriage

Persons exploited as porters by armed groups Extracting minerals, diamonds and gold

Refugees coerced into sexual exploitation

Persons exploited in forced marriage

Persons exploited in industries andservice sectors

Persons detained and exploited while escaping armed conflict

Victims exploited while fleeing conflict areas

Victims exploited in conflict areas

Reported forms of trafficking in persons directly and indirectly related to armed conflict
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Vienna International Centre, PO Box 500, 1400 Vienna, Austria

Tel: +(43) (1) 26060-0, Fax: +(43) (1) 26060-5866, www.unodc.org

In December 2016, the Security Council requested the 

Secretary-General to take steps to improve the collection of 

data, monitoring and analysis of trafficking in persons in the 

context of armed conflict. In response, UNODC has dedicated 

one of the two booklets of the Global Report on Trafficking 

in Persons 2018 to provide special insight on this issue. The 

analysis is based on a desk review of available literature, court 

cases from the international criminal courts and tribunals and 

expert interviews with deployed United Nations peacekeeping 

personnel. The result is an overview of trafficking in persons 

directly and indirectly linked to armed conflict. This booklet and the Global Report is also available at the Report 

webpage: www.unodc.org/glotip.

ISBN 978-92-1-130361-2
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TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS IN THE CONTEXT 

OF ARMED CONFLICTINTRODUCTION 
Linking conflict, violence and 
exploitation
In 2016, more countries were experiencing some form of 
violent conflict than at any other time in the previous 30 
years.1 People living in conflict-affected areas may experi-
ence abuse, violence and exploitation, including traffick-
ing in persons. The risk of trafficking in persons is also 
connected with the high numbers of refugees. A need to 
flee war and persecution may be taken advantage of for 
exploitation by traffickers. 
Trafficking in persons in the context of armed conflict has 
received increased attention by the international commu-
nity. In November 2017, the United Nations Security 
Council addressed the topic in Resolution 2388 and reit-
erated its deep concern that trafficking in persons in areas 
affected by armed conflict continues to occur. It also 
underscored that certain offences associated with traffick-
ing in persons in the context of armed conflict may con-
stitute war crimes.2 Moreover, the Security Council 
reiterated its condemnation of all acts of trafficking under-
taken by the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) , 
Boko Haram, Al-Shabaab, the Lord´s Resistance Army 
and other terrorist or armed groups for the purpose of 
sexual slavery, sexual exploitation and forced labour.3 In 
Resolution 2331 of December 2016, the Security Council 
requested the Secretary-General to take steps to improve 
the collection of data, monitoring and analysis of traffick-
ing in persons in the context of armed conflict.4 In 
response, the present study examines how trafficking in 
persons occurs in the context of armed conflict through 
an analysis based on an extensive literature review, a review 
of case narratives from international tribunals and inter-
views with personnel from United Nations peacekeeping 
operations.5

Trafficking in persons is another dimension of the vio-
lence, brutality and abuse that occur in the context of 1 United Nations; World Bank, 2018, Pathways for Peace: Inclusive 

Approaches to Preventing Violent Conflict, p. 12.
2 United Nations Security Council, November 2017, Resolution, S/

RES/2388, preamble.3 United Nations Security Council, November 2017, Resolution, S/

RES/2388, para 10.4 United Nations Security Council, December 2016, Resolution, S/

RES/2331.
5 For methodological approach see annexes.

armed conflict. While trafficking takes many forms, it 
always involves the purpose of exploitation. Victims are 
trafficked for exploitation in forced labour in different 
sectors, from agriculture to mines. They are also trafficked 
to serve as domestic servants, for sexual exploitation or 
for armed combat. Children are often recruited into armed 
groups for forced labour in a range of military-related 
roles. As one expert described it: “when there are armed 
groups you may find all kinds of exploitation”.6Factors contributing to trafficking in 

persons in armed conflictThe generalized violence that characterizes conflict areas 
shapes the conditions for a series of actors, including 
armed groups, to force or deceive civilians into exploita-
tive situations.

A combination of different elements characterizing armed 
conflicts increases the risks of trafficking. Armed conflicts 
amplify the social and economic vulnerabilities of the 
people affected. In addition, the erosion of the rule of law, 
which safeguards and protects individuals in peacetime, 
is one common consequence of armed conflict. The break-
down of state institutions and resulting impunity contrib-
ute to generating an environment where trafficking in 
persons can thrive. 
Forced displacement is another factor that contributes to 
an individual’s vulnerability to trafficking. In 2017, the 

6 Interview, United Nations Multidimensional Integrated Stabilisation 

Mission in the Central African Republic, 23 March 2018.

State collapse, deteriorating rule of 
law and impunity

Forced displacement
Humanitarian need and socioeconomic stress

Social fragmentation and family breakdown

Factors increasing vulnerability to 
trafficking in persons in armed conflict 

Human Trafficking Worsens in Conflict Zones
The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) has raised concerns that human trafficking is becoming more 
“horrific” in conflict zones.  Armed groups keep women as sex slaves and use child soldiers to spread fear. 

The UNODC warns that militants and terrorists are using trafficking to spread fear and boost their control where the rule 
of law is weak.  

Traffickers can increasingly operate with greater impunity when police and prosecutors are not equipped to deal with the 
recruitment and exploitation of children by extremist groups.  Global convictions of traffickers are very low.  

In 2018, Nadia Murad, a former Islamic State sex slave turned Yazidi activist and U.N. ambassador, received the Nobel 
Peace Prize to urge the world to stop the use of rape as a weapon of war.  Click here to learn more.

https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/GloTIP2018_BOOKLET_2_Conflict.pdf
file:///C:/Users/Sister%20Francis/Downloads/GloTIP2018_BOOKLET_2_Conflict%20(3).pdf
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-global-trafficking-un/human-trafficking-worsens-in-conflict-zones-as-militants-deploy-slaves-un-idUSKCN1P11BV
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In July 2020, the U.S. Committee for Refugees and Immigrants 
(USCRI) released a backgrounder on the crisis in Yemen

“In Syria, all children below the age of 10 have lived their entire life in a country ravaged by conflict. They have known 
nothing but war,” said Virginia Gamba, the Special Representative for Children and Armed Conflict. “The consequences 
of such prolonged exposition to violence, to the violation and abuse of their most fundamental rights and to enormous 
stress, are dramatic,” said the UN expert. “It is bound to affect generations to come.”

United Nations Security Council children and armed conflict, Report of the Secretary-General, May 2021

The war, which started as a failed transition of power, 
escalated in 2015 and has steadily grown worse, causing 
widespread displacement, the spread of disease, famine, 
poverty, and death. The “Yemen Crisis” is currently the 
largest humanitarian crisis globally, impacting more than 
24 million people, nearly half of them children.

The direct and indirect impacts of the conflict in Yemen 
are significant and wide-reaching, even in regions where 
fighting is not active. Failed infrastructure and economy, 
poor food, water, human security, limited access to health 
care, and many displaced persons and refugees are 
commonplace.

The vulnerabilities that Yemenis have on account of the 
instability in the country, such as accessing food and other 
necessities, have benefitted human trafficking networks 
that prey on the weak and vulnerable. Nearly half of 
those impacted are children, with thousands of children 
recruited or trafficked into roles in the armed conflict.

Several varying trafficking patterns are affecting Yemen. 
Yemenis fleeing conflict to neighboring Saudi Arabia 

and Oman are susceptible to labor and sex trafficking. 
Nongovernmental organizations have reported that the 
security forces, police, military, and intelligence services of 
the internationally recognized government of Yemen have 
been complicit in and have facilitated the trafficking of 
Yemeni citizens. In addition, officials have been engaging 
in trafficking themselves, warning traffickers of impending 
raids, ensuring the release of arrested traffickers, and 
aiding trafficking networks.

Unfortunately, the government has not engaged in 
investigations, prosecutions, or convictions of government 
officials complicit in trafficking, despite reports of officials 
allegedly involved in trafficking, including the recruitment 
and use of child soldiers by the Republic of Yemen 
Government’s Armed Forces.

Yemenis are also exploited domestically. Women are at 
risk of being forced into sexual slavery and debt bondage 
to survive — in some cases servicing local militias and state 
militaries — while men are forced into manual labor.

Click here to learn more.

In March 2011, the Syrian war began with 50 peaceful 
protestors calling for democratic reform 
In response to the civilian uprisings, government forces 
employed lethal violence and opened fire on unarmed 
protestors. Protests demanded the resignation of Bashar 
al-Assad, whose family had been in power since 1963. On 25 
April 2011, the Syrian military barricaded the city of Daraa. All 
incoming telephone lines, media, food, and medical supplies 
were blocked as forces exerted excessive and indiscriminate 
violence on civilians. The civil war that ensued lasts until this day.  

For over ten years, Syrians have been fleeing their homes to 
escape the violence, repeatedly moving within the country 
or across its borders. The longer the war continues, the more 
people’s savings are depleted, and they become increasingly 

vulnerable to trafficking as they can no longer meet their 
basic needs. Families have no viable alternative for survival 
other than situations that could be defined as exploitation and 
trafficking in national and international law.

The situation is made worse due to legal and institutional 
systems that the children, women, and men fleeing war must 
navigate within Syria and the four countries that host most 
Syrian refugees: Turkey, Lebanon, Jordan and Iraq. The refugees 
do not have legal status and therefore are not allowed to work.   
Refugees who attempt to seek safety in Europe must pay 
substantial sums of money and even go into debt to migrant 

https://refugees.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/USCRI-Backgrounder-Yemen.pdf
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The Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) is home to more 
than 105 million people, forming the second-largest country on 
the continent.
The country is rich in natural resources such as coal, gold, and petroleum, which provide the country with economic 
sustenance. However, poverty pervades the country with an estimated 40 percent of the children classified as 
malnourished. Government corruption and internal conflicts contribute to human trafficking. The Congolese National 
Army (FARDC) recruits child soldiers through partnerships with local militias and there continues to be a lack of victim 
identification procedures and criminalization of trafficking crimes.

She’d heard of the risks of trafficking and 
exploitation on Ukrainian radio. But she came 
anyway.  Her home was being shelled, she said. 
The risks of war were more immediate.  Click here 
to learn more.

smugglers. One significant risk is that a situation of migrant 
smuggling can develop into one of human trafficking.

The desperation of people, especially parents, who cannot 
provide the basic needs for themselves and their children, can 
exploit members of their own families. Trafficking by organized 
networks occurs, but the most common exploitation involves 
fathers, mothers, husbands, extended family, acquaintances, 
and neighbors. Particularly in the case of sexual exploitation, a 
replacement effect is in evidence, with Syrian women and girls 
exploited in prostitution, where before people trafficked for 
this purpose were of other nationalities.

A recent concern is a humanitarian situation in al-Hol and al-
Roj camps, where more than 65,000 are held, including women 
and children. At least 960 unaccompanied and separated 
children are among 11,000 foreign nationals being held there. 
Many become victims of trafficking for the worst forms of 
child labor, child trafficking for labor exploitation, exploitation 
through begging, and trafficking for sexual exploitation.

Between July 2018 and June 2020, airstrikes, explosive 
remnants of war and indiscriminate shelling maimed or 
took the lives of more than 2,700 children in Syria. In 
addition, during that same time, more than 1,400 children 
were recruited or used by at least 25 parties to the conflict. 
Particularly concerning was the emerging trend of international 
recruitment whereby children were enlisted and trained in 
Syria before being trafficked to Libya to participate in hostilities, 
all by armed groups.  

Click here to learn more.

Advocacy
Myanmar is a major source country for the trafficking of 
women and children, especially in conflict-affected border 
areas in Kachin 
Kachin, the northernmost state of Myanmar, is bordered by China to the north and east. Men, women, and children 
from Kachin ethnic minority groups, especially internally displaced in camps, are at increased risk of trafficking, including 
domestic labor trafficking and cross-border labor and sex trafficking to Thailand and China.  

Myanmar has experienced conflict and heightened tensions over the past several years, which has led to extensive loss of 
life, damage to infrastructure, destruction of livelihoods, protracted displacement of thousands of people, and increased 
sexual and gender-based violence, including human trafficking.

Civilians bear the brunt of ongoing armed conflict with frequent outbreaks of fighting, with some families being 
displaced multiple times. Over 97,000 people in Kachin remain displaced in camps or camp-like settings, of which 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-60891801
https://www.icmpd.org/news/archive/new-research-how-are-the-war-in-syria-and-the-refugee-crisis-affecting-human-trafficking
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approximately 75 percent of the displaced are women 
and children.  

The crisis and conflict situation in Kachin, including 
its trafficking risks as a direct consequence of the 
conflict, significantly impacts women, in part due 
to pre-existing and profoundly entrenched gender 
discrimination and violence. This leaves women 
and girls in subordinate positions in households, 
communities, workplaces and society.

According to UN Women and the Kachin State 
Women Network, prolonged displacement has affected 
communities’ coping resilience and economic security 
with high exposure to harmful coping mechanisms, 
exploitation, and protection risks and threats. This 
includes human trafficking into China, especially women 
and girls in at-risk border areas and those in IDP camps 
and non-government-controlled areas. For example, 
thousands of vulnerable women and girls from northern 
Myanmar are being trafficked to China and forced to 
marry. Those who can escape and return to Myanmar, and 
others still inside China, report that they were forced to 
carry a child for their “husband.”  

There are inadequate systems and measures in Myanmar 
for survivors to seek protection, services, and justice. 
Unfortunately, they are often further stigmatized and 

marginalized. The lack of humanitarian access further 
limits survivors’ access to protection and response services 
such as psychosocial support and legal aid services.

Women’s groups in Kachin, including UN Women’s local 
partner organization, Htoi Gender and Development 
Foundation, report that limited human and financial 
resources of the police in Kachin are hampering 
investigations into human trafficking and contributing 
to a crime wave in which women and girls, especially 
those that are IDPs, are often the targets. UN Women’s 
local partner organization Htoi Gender and Development 
Foundation further reports that some IDP camp leaders 
have supported the marriages of girls who had received 
offers of money from Chinese men, with the fate of the 
girls who went to China unknown.

Members of Parliament from Kachin State have stated 
that they want firmer police action to combat the cross-
bordering trafficking of poor women from northern 
Myanmar for marriage to Chinese farmers.

The ASEAN Convention Against Trafficking in Persons, 
Especially Women and Children, entered into force in 2017, 
with Myanmar as one of the six ASEAN Member States 
that has ratified the Convention, highlighting their resolve 
to combat trafficking and provide adequate safeguards 
and protection to victims.  Click here to learn more.

Of concern is the number of orphans left in Ukraine and babies born to 
surrogate mothers in Ukraine whose parents have not picked them up. In 
addition, the European Union’s Home Affairs Commissioner warns that 
many vulnerable children are being trafficked or are victims of forced 
adoption. 

Sister Imelda Poole, a member of the Institute of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
and president of Religious in Europe Networking Against Trafficking and 
Exploitation (RENATE), a nongovernmental organization that combats 
human trafficking in 31 European countries, reports that humanitarian aid 
agencies distribute leaflets to Ukrainian refugees in shelters warning them 
about human trafficking. Warnings about what to do to protect yourself 
when a person offers you a ride are included.

UNICEF and UNHCR
The United Nations International Children’s Emergency Fund (UNICEF) 
and the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), in 
partnership with governments and civil society organizations, have set up 
“Blue Dots” in countries hosting Ukrainian refugees. “Blue Dots” are one-

Human traffickers always target the vulnerable, and with 
many Ukrainian women and children fleeing the war, there 
is a risk that many will fall victim to trafficking 

Yanosh Nemesh @ Shutterstock.com

https://mptf.undp.org/factsheet/project/00116960
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Before the crisis in Ukraine, the number of internally 
displaced people and refugees globally was already at 
record highs, with more than 26 million Syrians, Central 
Americans, Venezuelans, South Sudanese, Rohingya, and 
others living as refugees abroad, and more than 84 million 
people around the world forcibly displaced in the first 
half of 2021. People fleeing war or other grave threats seek 
basic safety and income to support themselves and their 
families. They are among the most vulnerable workers. 
As they are integrated into the workforces of receiving 
countries, they are significantly at risk of falling victim 
to forced labor and human trafficking. Companies are 
responsible for addressing this risk through heightened 
due diligence and other measures.

The political and humanitarian crises in Ukraine are 
reshaping the landscape for supply chain accountability 
throughout the broader region. In addition, millions of 
refugees have fled Ukraine into neighboring countries, 
adding to the number of vulnerable workers at risk  
for trafficking.   

Last year, Verité collaborated with the Tent Partnership, 
a global organization mobilizing the business community 
to improve the livelihoods of refugees. Together, 
they produced the report Combating Forced and Child 
Labor of Refugees in Global Supply Chains: The Role of 
Responsible Sourcing. The report includes research 
and recommendations for employer due diligence. In 
addition, it highlights the importance of seeing refugees 
in a positive light as contributors rather than just as 
problems to be solved.

Migrant workers in general, and refugees and other 
displaced people in particular, face numerous 
vulnerabilities to labor exploitation, including: uncertain 
pathways to leaving the home country amidst conflict or 
other instability, leading to risks of deceptive recruitment, 
debt bondage, contract substitution, or human trafficking, 

Advocacy

Responding to Refugee Vulnerability to 
Trafficking and Forced Labor

stop safe spaces for children and women. In addition, ‘Blue 
Dots’ provide critical information to traveling families, 
help to identify unaccompanied and separated children, 
ensure their protection, and provide a hub for essential 
services.

UNICEF urges the governments of countries neighboring 
Ukraine and other destination countries to set up 
screenings at border crossings to identify at-risk children 
better. In addition, UNICEF is calling on governments 
to improve cross-border collaboration and knowledge 

exchange between and among border control, law 
enforcement, and child protection authorities. Their goal 
is to identify separated children and set up reunification 
procedures.

UNICEF calls for screening in shelters, large urban train 
stations, and other locations where refugees are gathering. 
In addition, they call on national and international law 
enforcement to monitor the movement of children and 
women and actively do all they can to alleviate the risks of 
trafficking facing these vulnerable groups.

as well as exploitation on the job in a host country such 
as wage withholding or forced overtime; a lack of, or 
unclear, immigration status or clearance for employment 
in the host country, coupled with juggling immediate 
livelihood needs and potentially uncertain access to 
shelter, child-care, or other necessities; differential access 
to legal status or access to employment in a host country 
for different categories of migrants, refugees, or displaced 
people; discrimination in employment due to gender, race, 
ethnicity, or country of origin; and lack of support networks 
or other resources to help them navigate employment 
abuses or other livelihood challenges.

As companies respond to the crisis in Ukraine and other 
world regions in conflict, they may shift production and 
labor sourcing to areas that expose them to heightened 
labor and other human rights risks. In an increasingly 
unstable world, it is becoming increasingly difficult for 
companies to avoid “problematic” regions when choosing 
where to source goods and do business. Companies must 
manage their exposure to risks such as labor exploitation 
by anticipating crises, pursuing continual assessment of 
risk exposure, and planning for direct engagement with 
civil society and government stakeholders to address the 
vulnerabilities experienced by their workers and suppliers.

The Verité Tent Report elaborates on examples of business 
or brand initiatives to promote safe and fair livelihoods 
for refugee populations in their supply chains. Common 
elements for businesses or brands designing this type 
of initiative include: continual assessment of the whole 
supply chain, including labor suppliers or intermediaries, 
to identify root causes of vulnerabilities, such as the 
presence of deceptive or other risky hiring practices, 
debt bondage, and on the job rights violations such as 
wage withholding, forced overtime, sexual harassment, 
or child labor; identification of leverage points that may 
be present in moments of crisis, for example, through 
providing businesses with opportunities to influence 
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governing bodies to alter policy in ways that improve protections for the human rights of workers, including the right to 
work; planning for pro-active crisis resiliency through directly engaging with issues businesses and workers face in conflict 
or other crises, for example, promoting ethical recruitment and enabling clear and safe pathways to decent work and 
livelihood; and having an ethical exit strategy when resituating a supply chain, including anticipating consequences for 
workers left behind.

Given the demand by consumers for companies and brands to plan for comprehensive ethical hiring and responsible 
sourcing in the context of conflict or other instability, Verité has many existing tools and resources for ethical recruitment 
to guide companies planning for engagement with refugees or other displaced people in their supply chain.

Verité’s Responsible Sourcing Tool is a website with tools and resources to help companies and federal contractors 
understand and prevent risks of human trafficking in supply chains; it includes a specific set of ethical recruitment 
resources for the private security sector doing business in conflict areas.

Click here to learn more.

UNITED NATIONS SECURITY COUNCIL: Resolution 2388

For predators and human 
traffickers, the war in Ukraine 
is not a tragedy.  It’s an 
opportunity — and women 
and children are the targets.
(UN Secretary General António 
Guterres) 

Yanosh Nemesh @ Shutterstock.com

Reiterates condemnation of all acts of trafficking, particularly the 
sale or trade in persons undertaken by the “Islamic State of Iraq 
and the Levant” (ISIL, also known as Da’esh) and underscores 
the importance of collecting and preserving evidence relating to 
such acts in order to ensure that those responsible can be held 
accountable. Requests the Analytical Support and Sanctions 
Monitoring Team, when consulting with Member States, to 
continue including in their discussions the issue of trafficking in 
persons in the areas of armed conflict and the use of sexual violence 
in armed conflict as it relates to ISIL (also known as Da’esh), 
Al-Qaida and associated individuals, groups, undertakings and 
entities and to report to the Security Council Committee on these 
discussions as appropriate.

https://www.verite.org/refugee-vulnerability-ukraine/
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Action
Tackling human 
trafficking in 
Myanmar
Conflict between the military and 
ethnic armed groups in Myanmar 
has left the country impoverished 
and the people open to exploitation, 
especially human trafficking.  In 2005, 
Myanmar passed an anti-trafficking 
law, but trafficking is still rampant in 
the conflict-affected state, especially 
in the northern region, where 
it borders China. A UN Women 
program is supporting local partner 
Htoi Gender and Development 
Foundation in providing legal 
support and vocational training to 
survivors. According to Htoi, in 8 out 
of 10 cases, women are trafficked as 
brides and another 20 percent are 
trafficked to birth babies.

Give Us a Baby and 
We’ll Let You Go
Seng Moon’s family fled fighting in 
Myanmar’s Kachin State and struggled 
to survive in a camp for internally 
displaced people. Then, when Seng 
Moon was 16 and attending fifth grade, 
her sister-in-law said she knew of a 
job as a cook in China’s neighboring 
Yunnan province. Seng Moon did not 
want to go, but the promised wage was 
far more than she could make a living in 
the IDP camp, so her family decided she 
shouldn’t pass it up.

Preventing Human 
Trafficking in Syria
The United States Department 
of State recommends that to 
end human trafficking in Syria, 
the government of Syria is to be 
accountable for its part in the 
problem. Victims should not receive 
prosecution for any crimes they 
committed, and traffickers should be 
prosecuted. Unfortunately,  
no legislation in Syria bans human 
trafficking, making it challenging  
to identify victims and perpetrators. 
Too often, victims are prosecuted  
for crimes they would not  
otherwise commit.  
Syria faces sanctions due to its 
association with and sponsorship 
of terrorist organizations, and 
this may be extended to its lack of 
policy outlawing human trafficking. 
According to the 2021 Trafficking in 
Persons Report, “the government 
and pro-Syrian regime-affiliated 

militias continued to forcibly recruit 
and use child soldiers, resulting in 
children facing extreme violence and 
retaliation by opposition forces; the 
government also did not protect and 
prevent children from recruitment 
and use by armed opposition 
forces and designated terrorist 
organizations.”
Despite the efforts of the U.S. 
government and charitable 
organizations, human trafficking in 
Syria remains an alarming situation. 
For the situation to improve, the 
government must stand up to 
protect its people.
In May 2021, a Report of the United 
Nations Security Council Secretary-
General issued the following policy 
recommendations to protect 
refugees from exploitation, with 
the following recommendations to 
curtail trafficking among Syrians:  

	6 The capacities of the governments 
in Turkey, Lebanon, Jordan, and 
Iraq are significantly affected 
by the ongoing war and the 
arrival of large groups of people 
fleeing Syria. So investment in 
infrastructure in hosting countries 
in the region and resettlement to 
safe countries outside the area, 
particularly in the European 
Union, is essential.

	6 If basic needs such as housing 
and food are met, people will be 
less desperate and less dependent 
on exploitation or trafficking. 
In addition, opportunities for 
income generation for adults will 
reduce the incidence of low-level 
trafficking.

	6 To make sure that vulnerable 
children, women, and men do 
not fall through the gaps in our 
aid structures, international 
and national actors should 
always consider that a refugee 
or internally displaced person 
may also be a victim of human 
trafficking.

In the car, Seng Moon’s sister-in-law 
gave her something she said prevented 
car sickness. Seng Moon fell asleep 
immediately. “When I woke up, my 
hands were tied behind my back,” she 
said. “I cried and shouted and asked 
for help.” By then, Seng Moon was 
in China. “I was locked in a room for 
two months. Each time a Chinese man 
brought me meals, he raped me. When 
I became pregnant, the man’s father 
told me we were now a married couple.”  
The baby was a boy. When Seng Moon 
asked to go home, the husband replied: 
“No one plans to stop you. If you want 
to go back home, you can. But you can’t 
take my baby.”
China’s one-child policy and gender-
selective abortions mean that there 
are now over 30 million more men 
than women in the country. Dowry 
prices for women from Myanmar are 
low and legal redress is hard to get.
Click here to learn more.

https://www.hrw.org/report/2019/03/21/give-us-baby-and-well-let-you-go/trafficking-kachin-brides-myanmar-china
https://www.hrw.org/report/2019/03/21/give-us-baby-and-well-let-you-go/trafficking-kachin-brides-myanmar-china
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Why civilians 
suffer more once  
a war is over

In a war, it turns out that violence 
isn’t the biggest killer of civilians. 
What is? Illness, hunger, poverty -- 
because war destroys the institutions 
that keep society running, like 
utilities, banks, food systems and 
hospitals. These vulnerabilities 
make civilians who survive a war 
susceptible to becoming victims 
of human trafficking. Physician 
Margaret Bourdeaux proposes 
a bold approach to post-conflict 
recovery, setting priorities on what 
to fix first.  Please click here to view 
this Ted Talk.  

Podcast: Trafficking  
in Persons in Conflict
In conflict settings, trafficking could 
be in the form of sexual slavery, 
recruitment of children into armed 
groups, forced labor, and abduction of 
women & girls for forced marriages.   
Listen to Ms. Cristina Albertin, UNODC 

Regional Representative for the Middle East and North Africa, as 
she speaks on trafficking in persons in conflict settings - an episode 
part of the #SavingDignity week #podcast series.  Please click here 
to access the podcast.

Trafficking in 
persons is a 
serious crime 
that affects every country in the 
world. Conflicts that arise in 
countries or other geographical 
areas can exacerbate vulnerability to 
trafficking, as well as its prevalence 
and severity. As State and non-State 
structures weaken, and as people
turn to negative coping strategies in 
order to survive, not only does the 
risk of falling victim to trafficking 
increase but so too does the risk of 
perpetrating it against others. At the 
same time, conflict also increases 
the demand for goods and services 
provided by exploited persons
and creates new demands for 
exploitative combat and support 
roles. For these reasons, United
Nations entities and other 
international actors active in settings 
affected by conflict have a
crucial role to play in preventing and 
countering trafficking in persons.  

Please click here to access  
the 2018 report.   

	6  The focus of national 
governments, local NGOs, 
international organizations, and 
aid agencies must be to decrease 
people’s vulnerabilities and 
increase their resilience, providing 
them with what they need to 
better cope with the ravages of 
violence and displacement.

	6 The international community 
and individual countries must 
recognize labor and sex trafficking 
as common during conflict and 
include anti-trafficking strategies 
in humanitarian responses.

Click here to learn more.

Women and kids 
fleeing Ukraine 

are at risk of human trafficking.    
Please click here to view this short  
YouTube video.

https://www.ted.com/talks/margaret_bourdeaux_why_civilians_suffer_more_once_a_war_is_over?language=en
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BGChdEYxZWc
https://www.unodc.org/documents/human-trafficking/2018/17-08776_ebook-Countering_Trafficking_in_Persons_in_Conflict_Situations.pdf
https://borgenproject.org/human-trafficking-in-syria/
https://borgenproject.org/human-trafficking-in-syria/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BGChdEYxZWc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u0Y_ZxSz3S0
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Action
Human Trafficking in Conflict: Context, 
Causes and the Military
This book ​examines the different forms of human trafficking that manifest in 
conflict and post-conflict settings and considers how the military may help to 
address or even facilitate it. It explores how conflict can facilitate human trafficking, 
how it can manifest through a variety of case studies, followed by a discussion of 
the reasons why the military should include a stronger consideration of human 
trafficking within their strategic planning given the multiple scenarios in which 
military forces come into contact with victims of human trafficking, and how this 
ought to be done. Human Trafficking in Conflict draws on the expertise of scholars 
and practitioners to develop the existing conversations and to offer multiple 
perspectives. It provides a discussion of existing frameworks and perspectives 
including legal and policy, and whether they are configured to address human 
trafficking in conflict.

Trafficking in persons in the context 
of armed conflict:  Linking conflict, 
violence and exploitation
This booklet presents information on trafficking in persons in the context of 
armed conflict. It is based on an extensive review of literature and reports from 
regional and international organizations combined with primary information 
collected from areas where armed conflicts have been discussed by the United 
Nations Security Council. It draws on cases investigated by the international 
criminal tribunals and interviews with United Nations peacekeeping personnel 
based in field missions located within or in the proximity of conflict zones. 
The first section presents an overview of the main forms of trafficking that 
have been identified within and in the surroundings of conflict areas. The 
subsequent section describes commonly identified victim profiles and outlines 
the main factors impacting their vulnerability to trafficking. The third section 
identifies the main perpetrators and analyses the ways in which trafficking 
in persons is used as part of their modus operandi. The final section presents 
some examples of trafficking in persons in conflict scenarios on the agenda of 
the Security Council.
Click here to learn more.

The UN Security 
Council convened 
for a briefing on 
the situation in 
Ukraine, 
under the agenda item 
“Maintenance of Peace and 
Security of Ukraine” which 
discussed the risk of human 
trafficking and the role of women 
still in Ukraine as the conflict 
continues.  Please click here to 
view this short 8 minute report.  

https://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/glotip/2018/GloTIP2018_BOOKLET_2_Conflict.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pr7PgKXL-Ws


Action

U.S. Catholic Sisters Against Human 
Trafficking Newsletter Sponsors

Click on the links below to visit the websites of our sponsors.

•	 Adorers of the Blood of Christ 
•	 Adrian Dominicans 
•	 Benedictine Sisters of Chicago 
•	 Benedictine Sisters of Mount St. Scholastica, Atchison, KS
•	 Benet Hill Monastery 
•	 Congregation of Notre Dame 
•	 Congregation of Sisters of St. Agnes
•	 Congregation of S. Joseph 
•	 Daughters of Charity, Province of the West
•	 Daughters of Charity, Province of St. Louise 
•	 Daughters of the Holy Spirit 
•	 Dominican Sisters of Houston, TX 
•	 Dominican Sisters of Mission San Jose, CA 
•	 Dominican Sisters of Peace 
•	 Dominican Sisters of San Rafael, CA 
•	 Dominican Sisters of Sinsinawa, WI 
•	 Dominican Sisters of Springfield, IL 
•	 Felician Sisters of North America
•	 Franciscan Sisters of Peace
•	 Franciscan Sisters of Perpetual Adoration 
•	 Franciscan Sisters of the Sacred Heart 
•	 Holy Spirit Missionary Sisters 
•	 Institute of the Blessed Virgin Mary    
•	 Marianites of Holy Cross 
•	 Maryknoll Sisters 
•	 Medical Mission Sisters 
•	 Missionary Sisters of the Society of Mary
•	 Northern California Catholic Sisters Against Human 

Trafficking 
•	 Our Lady of Victory Missionary Sisters 
•	 Presentation Sisters, Aberdeen 
•	 Presentation Sisters, San Francisco 
•	 Racine Dominicans 
•	 Religious of the Sacred Heart of Mary 
•	 Religious Sisters of Charity
•	 School Sisters of Notre Dame, North America 
•	 School Sisters of St. Francis of Christ the King 
•	 Sisters of Bon Secours 
•	 Sisters of Charity of Cincinnati 
•	 Sisters of Charity of Halifax
•	 Sisters of Charity of Leavenworth
•	 Sisters of Charity of New York
•	 Sisters of Charity of St. Joan Antida
•	 Sisters of Charity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

•	 Sisters of Charity of the Incarnate Word - Houston 
•	 Sisters of Charity of Nazareth
•	 Sisters of Charity of Seton Hill
•	 Sisters of Christian Charity Mendham,  

NJ & Wilmette, IL 
•	 Sisters of Mercy Catherine’s Residence 
•	 Sisters of Mercy of the Americas 
•	 Sisters of Notre Dame of the United States
•	 Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur, USA
•	 Sisters of Providence, Mother Joseph Province
•	 Sisters of St. Dominic - Racine, WI
•	 Sisters of St. Francis of Clinton 
•	 Sisters of St. Francis of Colorado Springs 
•	 Sisters of St. Francis of Dubuque
•	 Sisters of St. Francis of Philadelphia
•	 Sisters of St. Francis of Redwood City 
•	 Sisters of St. Francis of the Providence of God
•	 Sisters of St. Francis Rochester, MN
•	 Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet
•	 Sisters of St. Joseph of Chestnut Hill Philadelphia 
•	 Sisters of St. Joseph of Cluny, USA & Canada Provinces 
•	 Sisters of St. Joseph of Concordia, KS
•	 Sisters of St. Joseph of Orange 
•	 Sisters of the Divine Savior
•	 Sisters of the Good Shepherd
•	 Sisters of the Holy Cross
•	 Sisters of the Holy Family
•	 Sisters of the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary 
•	 Sisters of the Humility of Mary 
•	 Sisters of the Precious Blood
•	 Sisters of the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary 
•	 Sisters of the Sacred Hearts 
•	 Society of the Divine Savior 
•	 Society of the Holy Child Jesus
•	 Society of the Sacred Heart 
•	 Southern CA Partners for Global Justice
•	 St. Mary’s Institute of O’Fallon
•	 Tri-State Coalition Against Human Trafficking & Slavery 
•	 U.S. Ursuline Sisters of the Roman Union
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The Anti-Trafficking Newletter is dedicated exclusively to fostering an exchange of information among USCSAHT members, organizations and concerned 
persons collaborating to eliminate all forms of human trafficking.  Click here to access previous issues of Stop Trafficking!  To contribute information, please 
contact:  stoptrafficking@feliciansisters.org.  Editor: Maryann Agnes Mueller, CSSF.  Layout & Design: Mary Francis Lewandowski, CSSF.  Translated into Spanish 
by Helga Leija, OSB.

https://adorers.org/
http://www.adriandominicans.org/
https://www.osbchicago.org/?gclid=Cj0KCQiAl5zwBRCTARIsAIrukdNGALH415akt9pGqwxhaogXAegBjf1khxBg42D64YV4tW16MXjqWa8aAoVCEALw_wcB
https://www.mountosb.org/
https://benethillmonastery.org/
http://www.cnd-m.org/en/justice/index.php
https://www.csasisters.org/
https://www.csjoseph.org/
https://www.daughtersofcharity.com/
https://daughtersofcharity.org/about-us/province-of-st-louise/
https://daughtersoftheholyspirit.org/
https://domhou.org/?AspxAutoDetectCookieSupport=1
https://www.msjdominicans.org/
https://oppeace.org/
https://sanrafaelop.org/
https://www.sinsinawa.org/
https://springfieldop.org/
https://www.feliciansistersna.org/
https://sites.google.com/site/fspnet2/home
https://www.fspa.org/content/ministries/justice-peace/partnerships
http://www.fssh.com/
http://www.ssps-usa.org/
https://ibvm.us/
https://www.marianites.org/
https://www.maryknollsisters.org/
https://www.medicalmissionsisters.org/
http://marysguesthouse.com
https://www.medicalmissionsisters.org/
https://www.medicalmissionsisters.org/
https://www.olvm.org/
https://www.presentationsisters.org/
https://presentationsisterssf.org/
https://www.racinedominicans.org/
https://rshm.org/
https://rsccaritas.com/
https://atlanticmidwest.org/
http://www.lemontfranciscans.org/
http://bonsecours.org/
https://www.srcharitycinti.org/
https://schalifax.ca/
https://www.scls.org/
https://www.scny.org/
https://www.archmil.org/Vocations/Womens-Religious/Sisters-Charity-SJA.htm
https://www.bvmsisters.org/
https://sistersofcharity.org/
https://scnfamily.org/
https://scsh.org/
https://www.sccwilmette.org/
https://www.sccwilmette.org/
https://www.mercyhousing.org/lakefront/st-catherine-residence/
https://www.sistersofmercy.org/
https://www.sndden.org/
https://sistersofprovidence.net/
https://www.racinedominicans.org/
http://www.clintonfranciscans.com/
http://stfrancis.org/
http://www.osfdbq.org/
https://www.domesticworkers.org/sites/default/files/Human_Trafficking_at_Home_Labor_Trafficking_of_Domestic_Workers.pdf
http://franciscanway.org/stfrancisprovince.html
https://www.osfprov.org/
https://rochesterfranciscan.org/
https://csjla.org/
http://www.ssjphila.org/home/
http://www.clunyusandcanada.org/
https://www.csjkansas.org/
http://csjorange.org/
http://sistersofthedivinesavior.org/
https://sistersofthegoodshepherd.com/
https://www.cscsisters.org/
http://holyfamilysisters.org/
https://snjm.org/en/?lang=en
http://www.humilityofmary.org/
https://www.preciousbloodsistersdayton.org/
https://sistersofthepresentation.org/
https://sistersofthepresentation.org/
http://www.sistersofthesacredhearts.org/
https://www.salvatorians.com/
https://www.shcj.org/american/
https://rscj.org/about
https://www.facebook.com/HTS2013/
http://cpps-ofallon.org/
http://usaromanunionursulines.org/
https://www.sistersagainsttrafficking.org/stop-trafficking-newsletter/archive-by-topic/
mailto:smaryann%40feliciansisters.org?subject=Anti-Human%20Trafficking%20Newsletter

