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FOCUS: 	 The focus of this month’s newsletter is the nexus of climate change and 
human trafficking.

Human traffickers always target the vulnerabilities in people, and worldwide, no group of people 
is more vulnerable than people who need to flee their homes due to climate disasters. 
The 2024 Global Report on Trafficking in Persons reported a 25 percent increase between 2022 
and 2019, as more children are exploited and forced labor cases spike due to vulnerabilities 
brought about by conflict over water and land resources and poverty, in part due to climate 
change.  
The risk of human trafficking is rising as one of the direct consequences of climate change, 
resulting in forced displacement of populations, especially communities that rely on economic 
systems still predominantly based on agricultural and livestock-based livelihoods.  However, 
the contribution of climate disasters and environmental change to human trafficking, even in 
wealthy, developed countries like the United States, is an underappreciated security-related 
consequence of climate change.
We must recognize climate change and the degradation of natural resources as contributors to 
human trafficking. 

Human Trafficking and 
Environmental Degradation
Not only do climate change, environmental degradation, and 
disasters increase people’s vulnerability to human trafficking, 
but many of the industries that rely on forced or child labor are 
significant contributors to climate change and environmental 
degradation, creating a cycle of harm. Though small in absolute 
numbers, labor trafficking victims contribute disproportionately 
to ecological destruction and carbon emissions. Kevin Bales, et.al. 
have made the point that if human trafficking were a country, 
it would be the third largest emitter of CO2 after China and the 
United States.  
These industries include: 

	z illegal extractive mining, mainly artisanal and small-
scale mining, which can cause extensive water and soil 
contamination with toxic chemicals;

	z logging, which can lead to deforestation and significant 
biodiversity loss; deforestation is the second largest 
contributor to climate change; 

(continued on next page)

https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/data-and-analysis/glotip.html
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2214629621001894?pes=vor&utm_source=sciencedirect_contenthosting&getft_integrator=sciencedirect_contenthosting
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By 2050, the World Bank estimates that more than 143 million people will 
have been forced from their homes in sub-Saharan Africa, South Asia, and Latin 
America because of climate change

	z unlawful fishing, which can displace species, disrupt food webs, and deplete vulnerable 
populations, leading to ecosystem collapse;  

	z agriculture and cattle ranching;
	z construction, especially brick kilns.

Dangerous working conditions often characterize these industries, and their operations may occur in 
remote or isolated areas where monitoring and law enforcement are limited.  The reliance of these 
sectors on informal markets, exploitative working conditions, and seasonal work, combined with poor 
regulation and tracking, creates inherently risky conditions for workers.  People who had to leave their 
homelands because of environmental degradation driven by these industries have ended up working 
in the same sectors under exploitative conditions.

Types of Climate Events
There are two types of climate events, both intensified by climate change: 

	z slow-onset (droughts, sea-level rise, ocean acidification) that build gradually over years or 
decades,

	z sudden-onset (hurricanes, extreme heatwaves, floods) that happen suddenly, impacting 
communities and causing immediate displacement. 

Both sudden- and slow-onset climate-related disasters reduce self-sufficiency and increase food and 
water insecurity, escalating high-risk migration and creating opportunities for traffickers. Individuals 
already in vulnerable positions, particularly women, children, and individuals and communities that 
are historically marginalized based on race, ethnicity, or religion, face the most severe risks due to 
pre-existing inequalities and discriminatory social norms. People have more time to plan and save for 
migration related to slow-onset events than those forced to migrate due to sudden-onset events.  Of-
ten, the decision to leave slow-onset events is economically motivated and is often not reported, and 
may lead to people choosing unsafe migration, increasing their vulnerability to human trafficking. 
The number and severity of sudden-onset extreme weather events have increased over the past 20 
years, and significantly more people worldwide have been internally displaced by these weather events 
than by conflict or violence.  Even though government responses tend to be more comprehensive in 
the case of sudden-onset events, displaced people are very vulnerable to trafficking. 
People who are suddenly displaced often do not have documentation, which may have been lost 
or destroyed by the weather disaster. When having to leave their country, climate refugees are not 
protected by international refugee laws, also leaving them vulnerable to trafficking.  Moreover, past 
disasters such as Hurricane Katrina and typhoons in the Philippines have shown that traffickers are 
quick to move in and operate in places hosting many people who are displaced by the disaster, such as 
emergency shelters. 

https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/infographic/2018/03/19/groundswell---preparing-for-internal-climate-migration
https://migrantprotection.iom.int/system/files/resources/8f5ca437-32bc-477f-afe1-7353d759e638/document/01 Climate Change and TiP Report_12Nov_compressed.pdf?type=node&id=7826&lang=en
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Advocacy
Family disruptions and gender-
based violence
Family breakdowns or other disruptions to family structure 
significantly increase vulnerability to human trafficking and are 
often worsened by climate change, environmental degradation, 
and disasters. 
Examples of disruptions common in the aftermath of a disaster 
include family homelessness, divorce, abuse, abandonment, 
substance misuse, and the death of a parent. Some of these 
commonly occur following migration from rural to urban areas. 
Still, they can also be a key driver of human trafficking in itself, 
highlighting the fact that families themselves sometimes facilitate 
trafficking, especially of children. 
Domestic violence makes women and children particularly 
vulnerable to trafficking, as the lack of viable alternatives may 
push them into situations involving significant risks when they 
attempt to change or escape their circumstances.  Some may use a 
disaster to escape physical or sexual abuse at home, again making 
them vulnerable to becoming a victim of trafficking.

Disaster Relief
Disaster relief strategies often prioritize immediate needs during sudden-onset disasters. Existing 
guidelines recommend incorporating trafficking awareness into disaster planning to protect vulnerable 
populations during recovery. 
Recovery efforts in the aftermath of a disaster can inadvertently create opportunities for trafficking by 
increasing demand for cheap labor and sexual exploitation. For example, after Hurricane Katrina in 
New Orleans, a lack of local workers led to relaxed labor laws and worker protections, which facilitated 
the recruitment of migrant workers through international schemes later deemed to be human traf-
ficking. Over 500 migrant workers from India were victims of forced labor.  This case was successfully 
prosecuted, with the victims awarded $14 million. Given this heightened vulnerability for human traf-
ficking, Louisiana has created a post-disaster awareness toolkit to warn people of recruitment tactics 
geared toward sex and labor trafficking.
 There have also been reports of increased demand for sex trafficking driven by the influx of security 
and aid organizations in the aftermath of disasters, highlighting a need for targeted prevention mea-
sures during recovery phases. 
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The most pertinent 

factors contributing to 

people’s vulnerability to 

human trafficking in the 

context of climate change, 

environmental degradation, 

and disasters are the loss of 

livelihoods. Other factors 

that are often exacerbated 

by climate change and that 

increase vulnerability to 

human trafficking include 

disruptions in education and 

negative health impacts.



Advocacy
Child Marriage and Climate Change
According to the International Organization for Migration, climate change exacerbates household 
income losses, especially in rural agricultural communities, which may influence child marriage 
practices. In some contexts, one adaptation strategy in the face of these income shocks is child 
marriage, particularly of girls. This not only reduces household expenditure, as the bride will move 
into the groom’s household, but can also bring in money when the groom’s family pays a bride price.
Furthermore, climate change and the loss of resources often disrupt education, especially for girls, 
thus affecting an important protective factor against child marriage. 
Child marriage might also be adopted as a strategy to prevent sexual violence or trafficking in the 
aftermath of disasters, as parents are concerned about the risks to unmarried girls, including in 
emergency shelters. Female-headed households and households with a high number of daughters are 
found to be particularly vulnerable to child marriage in response to environmental shocks.
In countries where a dowry is common, the relationship differs slightly. For example, in Bangladesh, 
families of young men seek partners to secure a dowry that can help them cope with climate-related 
income shocks, such as droughts or floods. Families of girls may, among other reasons, seek marriages 
for their daughters to reduce costs related to education and avoid facing higher dowry payments 
associated with older girls and women, or avoid dowry payments altogether.

“And again, if you have boys and girls who have 
completed Junior Secondary School and there is no 
money to continue, you can give the girl to marry 
and take the cows and the things and sell them and 
use the money to take care of the boys in school.”

Girls Not Brides

Data from Girls Not Brides 
indicate that by 2025, climate 
change will have caused at least 
12.5 million girls in 30 low-and 
lower-middle-income countries to 
leave school.

Low-income countries suffer most from the impacts of 
climate-induced disasters. Low-income countries also find 
it hardest to recover from the loss and damage caused 
by devastating floods, droughts, heatwaves, cyclones, 
and rising sea levels – leaving many millions of people 
worldwide trapped in situations where they are vulnerable 
to exploitation and human trafficking. 
https://www.antislavery.org/what-we-do/climate-change/

Please click here to view this 
YouTube video from Anti-slavery 
International on climate change 
and human trafficking: a case 
study.

Action

https://migrantprotection.iom.int/system/files/resources/8f5ca437-32bc-477f-afe1-7353d759e638/document/01 Climate Change and TiP Report_12Nov_compressed.pdf?type=node&id=7826&lang=en
https://www.girlsnotbrides.org/documents/2379/CRANK_Research_Meeting_Climate_change_Notes.pdf#:~:text=Key%20takeaways,socio%2Dcultural%20contexts.
https://www.girlsnotbrides.org/documents/2379/CRANK_Research_Meeting_Climate_change_Notes.pdf#:~:text=Key%20takeaways,socio%2Dcultural%20contexts.
https://www.antislavery.org/what-we-do/climate-change/
https://youtu.be/dTXX480bp9Q
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The Climate Risk Index (CRI), published by Germanwatch, ranks 
countries by the human and economic toll of extreme weather. The 
latest edition highlights increasing losses and the urgent need for 
stronger climate resilience and action.
The Climate Risk Index (CRI), published since 2006, is one of the 
longest-running annual climate impact-related indices. The CRI 
analyses the extent to which climate-related extreme weather events 
affect countries. In doing so, it measures the consequences of realized 
risks on countries.
The Climate Risk Index (CRI) 2026 reveals that between 1995-2024, 
over 9,700 extreme weather events caused more than 830,000 deaths 
and $4.5 trillion in economic losses, with the Philippines, Japan, 
Bangladesh, Myanmar, China, Indonesia, India, Vietnam, and 
Pakistan as the most climate-threatened nations due to cyclones, 
floods, and sea-level rise.

International policy 
frameworks that 
address climate-induced 
displacement and 
migration, protecting 
climate-displaced 
persons, particularly 
youth, children, and 
highly vulnerable groups, 
include:  

	z the Global Compact 
on Migration, 

	z the Global Compact 
on Refugees, and

	z the International 
Convention on 
the Protection of 
the Rights of All 
Migrant Workers 
and Members of 
Their Families.

COP 30 Side Event
Leveraging Evidence 
to Address Human 
Trafficking Risks amid 
Changing Climate
The International 
Organization on 
Migration (IOM), 
in collaboration 
with the Alliance 8.7 
Migration Action 
Group and the Inter-
Agency Coordination Group Against Trafficking in Persons, hosted 
a side event at COP 30 in 2025 on “Leveraging Evidence to Address 
Vulnerability to Trafficking in Persons in the Context of Climate 
Change”.  The report provides an analysis of evidence on the links 
between human mobility and vulnerability to trafficking in persons 
in the context of climate change, environmental degradation, 
and disasters. The available evidence shows there is emerging 
consensus that climate impacts increase vulnerability to human 
trafficking, and that many of the sectors that utilize forced labor 
and other forms of exploitation are also significant contributors to 
environmental degradation and climate change.
Communities that depend on the natural environment for their 
income are particularly vulnerable to suffering income shocks 
stemming from climate impacts.  Also, forced and child labor have 
been identified in the supply chains of renewable energy products, 
used in the context of the green transition, such as lithium batteries 
and solar panels. 
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https://www.iom.int/resources/global-compact-safe-orderly-and-regular-migration-res-73-195
https://www.iom.int/resources/global-compact-safe-orderly-and-regular-migration-res-73-195
https://www.unhcr.org/us/about-unhcr/who-we-are/global-compact-refugees
https://www.unhcr.org/us/about-unhcr/who-we-are/global-compact-refugees
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-convention-protection-rights-all-migrant-workers
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-convention-protection-rights-all-migrant-workers
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-convention-protection-rights-all-migrant-workers
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-convention-protection-rights-all-migrant-workers
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-convention-protection-rights-all-migrant-workers
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-convention-protection-rights-all-migrant-workers
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/international-convention-protection-rights-all-migrant-workers
https://migrantprotection.iom.int/en/resources/report/human-mobility-and-vulnerability-trafficking-persons-context-climate-change
https://migrantprotection.iom.int/en/resources/report/human-mobility-and-vulnerability-trafficking-persons-context-climate-change
https://migrantprotection.iom.int/en/resources/report/human-mobility-and-vulnerability-trafficking-persons-context-climate-change


Click on the links below to visit 
the websites of our sponsors

•	 Adorers of the Blood of Christ 
•	 Adrian Dominicans 
•	 Benedictine Sisters of Chicago 
•	 Benedictine Sisters of Mount St. Scholastica, Atchison, KS
•	 Benet Hill Monastery 
•	 Congregation of Notre Dame 
•	 Congregation of Sisters of St. Agnes
•	 Congregation of S. Joseph 
•	 Conrad N. Hilton Fund for Sisters
•	 Daughters of Charity, Province of the West
•	 Daughters of Charity, Province of St. Louise 
•	 Daughters of the Holy Spirit 
•	 Dominican Sisters of Houston, TX 
•	 Dominican Sisters of Mission San Jose, CA 
•	 Dominican Sisters of Peace 
•	 Dominican Sisters of San Rafael, CA 
•	 Dominican Sisters of Sinsinawa, WI 
•	 Dominican Sisters of Sparkill
•	 Dominican Sisters of Springfield, IL 
•	 Felician Sisters of North America
•	 Franciscan Sisters of Peace
•	 Franciscan Sisters of Perpetual Adoration 
•	 Franciscan Sisters of the Sacred Heart 
•	 Holy Spirit Missionary Sisters 
•	 Institute of the Blessed Virgin Mary    
•	 Marianites of Holy Cross 
•	 Maryknoll Sisters 
•	 Medical Mission Sisters 
•	 Medical Missionaries of Mary
•	 Missionary Sisters of the Society of Mary
•	 Northern California Catholic Sisters Against Human 

Trafficking 
•	 Our Lady of Victory Missionary Sisters 
•	 Presentation Sisters, Aberdeen 

•	 Presentation Sisters, San Francisco 
•	 Racine Dominicans 
•	 Religious of the Sacred Heart of Mary 
•	 Religious Sisters of Charity
•	 School Sisters of Notre Dame, North America 
•	 School Sisters of St. Francis of Christ the King 
•	 Sisters of Bon Secours 
•	 Sisters of Charity of Cincinnati 
•	 Sisters of Charity of Halifax
•	 Sisters of Charity of Leavenworth
•	 Sisters of Charity of New York
•	 Sisters of Charity of St. Joan Antida
•	 Sisters of Charity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
•	 Sisters of Charity of the Incarnate Word - Houston 
•	 Sisters of Charity of Nazareth
•	 Sisters of Charity of Seton Hill
•	 Sisters of Christian Charity Mendham, NJ & Wilmette, IL 
•	 Sisters of Mercy Catherine’s Residence 
•	 Sisters of Mercy of the Americas 
•	 Sisters of Notre Dame of the United States
•	 Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur, USA
•	 Sisters of Providence, Mother Joseph Province
•	 Sisters of St. Chretienne
•	 Sisters of St. Dominic - Racine, WI
•	 Sisters of St. Francis of Clinton 
•	 Sisters of St. Francis of Colorado Springs 
•	 Sisters of St. Francis of Dubuque
•	 Sisters of St. Francis of Mary Immaculate
•	 Sisters of St. Francis of Philadelphia
•	 Sisters of St. Francis of Redwood City 
•	 Sisters of St. Francis of the Providence of God
•	 Sisters of St. Francis Rochester, MN
•	 Sisters of St. Joseph of Baden
•	 Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet
•	 Sisters of St. Joseph of Chestnut Hill Philadelphia 
•	 Sisters of St. Joseph of Cluny, USA & Canada Provinces 
•	 Sisters of St. Joseph of Concordia, KS
•	 Sisters of St. Joseph of Orange 
•	 Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament
•	 Sisters of the Divine Savior
•	 Sisters of the Good Shepherd
•	 Sisters of the Holy Cross
•	 Sisters of the Holy Family
•	 Sisters of the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary 
•	 Sisters of the Humility of Mary 
•	 Sisters of the Precious Blood
•	 Sisters of the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
•	 Sisters of the Sacred Hearts 
•	 Sisters of the Sorrowful Mother
•	 Society of the Divine Savior 
•	 Society of the Holy Child Jesus
•	 Society of the Sacred Heart 
•	 Southern CA Partners for Global Justice
•	 St. Mary’s Institute of O’Fallon
•	 Tri-State Coalition Against Human Trafficking & Slavery 
•	 U.S. Ursuline Sisters of the Roman Union
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The Anti-Trafficking Newsletter is dedicated exclusively to fostering an exchange of information among Alliance members, organizations and concerned 
persons collaborating to eliminate all forms of human trafficking.  Click here to access previous issues of Stop Trafficking! To contribute information, please 
contact:  stoptrafficking@feliciansisters.org.  Editor: Maryann Agnes Mueller, CSSF.  Layout & Design: Mary Francis Lewandowski, CSSF.  Translated into Spanish 
by Teresa Lefranc.

https://adorers.org/
http://www.adriandominicans.org/
https://www.osbchicago.org/?gclid=Cj0KCQiAl5zwBRCTARIsAIrukdNGALH415akt9pGqwxhaogXAegBjf1khxBg42D64YV4tW16MXjqWa8aAoVCEALw_wcB
https://www.mountosb.org/
https://benethillmonastery.org/
http://www.cnd-m.org/en/justice/index.php
https://www.csasisters.org/
https://www.csjoseph.org/
https://www.hiltonfundforsisters.org/
https://www.daughtersofcharity.com/
https://daughtersofcharity.org/
https://daughtersoftheholyspirit.org/
https://domhou.org/
https://www.msjdominicans.org/
https://oppeace.org/
https://sanrafaelop.org/
https://www.sinsinawa.org/
https://sparkill.org/
https://springfieldop.org/
https://www.feliciansistersna.org/
https://fspnet.org/
https://www.fspa.org/
http://www.fssh.com/
http://www.ssps-usa.org/
https://ibvm.us/
https://www.marianites.org/
https://www.maryknollsisters.org/
https://www.medicalmissionsisters.org/
https://mmmworldwide.org/mmm-area-of-the-americas/
http://marysguesthouse.com
https://alliancetoendhumantrafficking.org/2022/05/northern-california-catholic-sisters-against-human-trafficking-updates/
https://alliancetoendhumantrafficking.org/2022/05/northern-california-catholic-sisters-against-human-trafficking-updates/
https://www.olvm.org/
https://www.presentationsisters.org/
https://presentationsisterssf.org/
https://www.racinedominicans.org/
https://rshm.org/
https://rsccaritas.com/
https://ssnd.org/
http://www.lemontfranciscans.org/
http://bonsecours.org/
https://www.srcharitycinti.org/
https://schalifax.ca/
https://www.scls.org/
https://www.scny.org/
https://www.archmil.org/Vocations/Womens-Religious/Sisters-Charity-SJA.htm
https://www.bvmsisters.org/
https://sistersofcharity.org/
https://scnfamily.org/
https://scsh.org/
https://www.sccus.org/
https://www.mercyhousing.org/2019/04/st-catherine-residence-celebrates-its-125th-anniversary/
https://www.sistersofmercy.org/
https://sndusa.org/
https://www.sndden.org/
https://sistersofprovidence.net/
https://www.sistersofstchretienne.org/
https://www.racinedominicans.org/
http://www.clintonfranciscans.com/
http://stfrancis.org/
http://www.osfdbq.org/
https://jolietfranciscans.org/
https://osfphila.org/
https://stfrancisprovince.org/
https://www.osfprov.org/
https://rochesterfranciscan.org/
https://www.stjoseph-baden.org
https://csjla.org/
https://ssjphila.org/
http://www.clunyusandcanada.org/
https://www.csjkansas.org/
http://csjorange.org/
https://www.katharinedrexel.org/
http://sistersofthedivinesavior.org/
https://sistersofthegoodshepherd.com/
https://www.cscsisters.org/
http://holyfamilysisters.org/
https://snjm.org/en/?lang=en
http://www.humilityofmary.org/
https://www.preciousbloodsistersdayton.org/
https://sistersofthepresentation.org/
https://www.facebook.com/SistersoftheSacredHearts/
https://ssmgen.org/
https://www.salvatorians.com/
https://www.shcj.org/american/
https://rscj.org/
https://www.facebook.com/HTS2013/
http://cpps-ofallon.org/
https://humantraffickingiowawil.com/
http://usaromanunionursulines.org/
https://www.sistersagainsttrafficking.org/stop-trafficking-newsletter/archive-by-topic/
mailto:smaryann%40feliciansisters.org?subject=Anti-Human%20Trafficking%20Newsletter

